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- PREFACE
(1
. The Home-Oriented Preschool Education (HOPE} process, belng de-
veloped by the Marketable Preschool Educatzon P*ogram (MPEP) of‘the - ,

i

Appalachia Educatlonal Laboratory (AEL) integrates home, groupiuggﬁ

“ televised instruction in its agéfSQCh to preschool .education. The

studies reported in this documeag,wéée conducted to provide AEL and

MPEP wi;h*informatlon concerning the target audience for HOPE. This
documenﬁugontains the plan for conducﬁing the £#eld studies, indepth

"

. reports of the four areas of concentration, and a clarification of

-

The titles of the studies included in this report are: . ﬁ.

_ the sample adjustment procedures.

+ * 1. pPlan for Marketable Preschool Education Program
1974 Field Studies

2. A Demographic Survey of Aonalachiaﬁ Parents of .
Preschoolfgﬁlldren, Technical Report No. 46

-+ 3. A Television Survey of Appalachian Parents of ~
.- Preschool Children, Technical Report No. 47 '
4. étudy of Effectiveness of Parent Materials for
Appalachian Parents, Technical Report No. 48 :
<~
1
5. Appalachian Parents' Expectations of Child
Competencies, Technical Report No. 50 ’
.- .
L 6. Procedures Used in Adjusting the Field Studies . : .

i

Sample ) ;
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Purpose of Study, . P ’,/*’f
. ‘ . PRI
The- following studies are planned irn order to provide the Appalaciiii -

-~
-~
“ e o

v ’ . - .
-

Educational Laboratory (REL) with information concerning‘zhé{éérget'audi~ o e = ]
! . e A 4

* - ]

ence for the Marketzble Preschool £ducation Program (MPER},*JThe iggsfha-;/, -~
. . — e -

. , o~ .V‘
tion which is to’be gathered will enable the program ™to effecthe}y(&oéate

futore test sites, describe the.overall target ‘populati j, aﬁa'heét the
7 STk )
specific neéds of the population. . /}%f s -
ot -
' ) ,/,” . i -
The studies to be conducted will cover four bagic areas, First,sthe-
: .Y -

effectiveness of various reading. levels and stg}@s oéggresentation in par-

/ -~
ent instructional materials will be measured. Second, demograghic ‘informa-
: ‘ NG, .
- ‘7 -
tion on preschool families in non-urban regions ®ill be collegzéd and .
. N < ’ s

analyzed. Third, a survey of television ownerghip, .reception qualit{,
12

’ - »
. <

‘ 2
and viewing habits will be pverformed. Finally, parent reactions®to com—

0. L4

petencies expected of a six-year-old child will be gathered, and compared to

the expectancies of a panel of -experts on’ child development. v
3 -

!

These studies correspond to items within aBL's scope of work for FY 74,

as nggotiated with the National Institute &f Education (NIE). They are

not considered as ends in‘themselves,'but rather as prepdrgtioﬂ for QPe

-

future task of developing a marke;éble proegram for thé preschood children

B . -
~_ L v i, . b £
. - .

of the region. ’ T it
- ' ) LS
: * ' Methodology. . )
Before data’ can be collected which will aid in program decision-- © .

Y .
. J .
2,

making and development, it will be essential to ‘accurately describe the
' -

i
population. The population for MPEP will behdefined as the non-urban, .

three-, four-, and five-year-old children and their parents or guardians
in the Appalachian Region. WNon-urban will include all persons liviﬁé in
the Appalachian Region, except those living in cities having a population

.

e




oount of 50,00 ef ‘greater and the Appalachlan Region w:.ll he defined as

the 397 counties.in thirteen states which the Appalachiaxi"Regional

-

' . . . .

Commss:Lon has J.dentz.fzed as Appalachla. .. __.',- -t _'j_jj_'_-'—_‘ :,'..‘.‘i---~l—~“"‘.

Ll PR - \\ - DEA S - _ - = —— -

R "---—.—::*——_,.-_ e - T - - T 2 e W s e~
r = ; - - - LT PRI 4 :
=R 5 - ame P IRD .. 4", e & - - - N

- e P P - -’ - e e —__.,-ﬂl:,'v"""” -

" .7 C-r:.terza for Site SeIection T '_ -, G RO .

-

-~ ‘.,

» Pt P ...-o—.-_--.-’~a

e e Before conduct.lng tl&..stu.dxesy t’eﬁzng sites must be obtaz.n@ such
o ‘”“"—'"‘--;-.;',_;‘-“‘_:':’_ R - ‘“’__ e

- - ""--‘--o.._.. -,. - --——' - o_,__. [

that the chosen sa.mle of s:.tes w:.ll b.e reoresentatlve of the Aooalachlan

Bl
’

Region. Several select:.ve cr:.terla have been identified and will be used

‘ in selectlng fesr. s:..tes-.a ’mae‘se cntena—zrbe/ "-";‘,_ L e ST

h - . e ~._...~ - - - .-

: " j. 1. THe s:.te “mus € ’be in the Apoalach:.an Reg:.on, as defmed by

N e e *thefé-ppgilachlan Reg:.onal Co’n_um.ss‘lon. - W

-

2. There must be at least one Site in each of the seven )

) : X“m‘.,w;r*

Appalachian states currently served by AEL and there may

‘ o 2
be sites in the s:.x Apoalachian states not d:.rect]:y'é'e‘f'ved
. Pl . AN WE . .
’. {.3’«' s % by AEL. ) ) . x‘\r\/;// . .
. 32 . .
£ 3 H/Each site must presentlj Kave some form of presawool educa-
- (EA \of""'( -~ < s

t:.on program in which there 'are home vz.s:.tors who visit the

. . .

preschool chlldren at home.

- e v -t g f_. e m———— ="

- [

4. Each state must J.nclude at least 72 families, but no more *°

than 215 families will be selected from any one site.

. .
& M .

< . 5. . The median income of families'.within a county (or counties])

-
.

T ‘ " in'which a site is located must not differ appreciably '-.,

% . : T~

from the median income of the Appalachian Region.,

‘ P (

6. The per cent of fanul:.e,s below the poverty level within §

a LN 4

v county (or counties) in whlch a s:.te is Iocated must not

. 11

: -
5 . differ appreciably from the per cent of families be’-]:ow f‘ -t

the poverty level in the Appalaéhian Region.

0
. .
b
t
I

: . , H .
£ e e : ) , o

. ¥ ' . . ' . . L |
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B ~ . '" . ‘. ) %
7. The per cent of households’with felevisidn within a county .

. LY . -

(or counties) in which a site is located must not differ . -

. hd - - ~
. ‘ . * .

. .
appreciably from the per cent of houséholds 'Wwith television

~ - - - . - o - e

"in the Appalachian Region.

+ 8. The population must be non-urban,_ as defiﬁed above.

’ - . -

9. 'The site must be willing to. participate.

- ~

Selectior of. Sites..

The loglstlcal copstraints of time and available resources W111

i
nece551tate the utilization of narents whose chlldren w111 &1ready be
0 M . / * : L]
enroliedxln home-orlente preschool progxams or famllles who will be
{ ¢l /
visitealgggg}arly by a/oaraprofessional. Several sites havé been con- .

- - f - ®

~ /
tacted in the initial phase of 'th® selection procedures. /Sites which

/

/
1. Alabama - TARCOG, an educational cooperative (6;90)*

‘ . . . { -

2. Kentucky, - Head Start centers in Knott, Letcbér, and Pike
/

A . - / .
Counties (8;120) , . . R
." ..

e -
/
.

3. Ohio - Gallipolis in Gallia County (8;135)
. 4; Pennsylvania - Kittanning in Armstrong County (3;50) and

/

Washington and_Greene Ceugﬁies (4;50) :

5. Tennessee Cllnch-Powell an educat10nal cooperatlve (10; 200)

6.‘ Vlrglnla - DILENOWISCO, an educational cooperative- (10’200) ) .o

7. West'Virgihia - ?end}eton County (4;50) and Raleigh -

County (7;50)

’ /
< L4 L} [y

Of these initial cogtacts, all have agreed to.participate in the .

studies. No sites in the other gix, Appalachian states have been con-

tacted, °° . 2 s .

. : . . .
*The flrst number refers to the approximate number of home visitors and
the sncond nunbe r refers to the approximzte humber of’famllles at each site.

i , .
} . ¢
- . . .. .

- a
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f,. o :/A
Procedures for-Obtaining Data

. 'Data collection from péién;s will,be'dpne by the.homa visitors in the

. /-
various sites. AEL will tralﬁ the sunerv1so:s o the paranrofe551onals

. - . 2 &
e

who w111 1n.turn traln thelr aWn staff to admlnxstgw the various instru-

I
a

ments which will be used.’.ﬁome vlsltors w1ll re¢&1ve a general instruc-

-t / . :/ ‘.

tlon sheet'(see Aooendlx ﬁ) at the conclusxon of thelr training whic¢h will

be used by them in the field to standardlze thEII data collectipn orocedures.

] ’ i .

" Bs pér this instruction sheet, the home visitors will inform each parent
. c g
4 ., .:. . s . .

"+ .that although their, participation-in the studies is opEional and they do

. not have to respond to’/a parti¢ular item, their'cooperation would

/

D
5

i ‘be aopreciated.,”AEL:will ronitor all stages of training and testing to

_T’ .
*+ ; ensure the vallditg of the lnformatlou rece.v)ed .
2 - .

- .

ﬁ? . The tlmelzne for the- activities' w1th1n the field studies will be as
o . J

‘7 follows: T A : ’

(ﬁy . 1. Complete draft.of plan and instruments February 19, 1974
2. Réview of L&an by NIE monitor - - Februaty 2@ge2l, 1974

: 3. Revision (if necessary) of materials/plan February 25, 1974

4. Ttainlng of supezv1sors March 8, 1974j

5. Tralnzng of home visitors = - March 15, 1974
6. C;Iiebt;on of data b Mafsh 29, 1974

. z. uasseﬂéllng'and collatlng data ' ' April 5, 1574~
é. Data analyses - TR . April 26;‘1974 A

§./lﬁeyart writing - . May 20, 1974 .

A _ B '
P ’ . Description of Studies

The following sections of this field studies plan will describe each

. N , 1—' ¢
‘ \ - . .

of/theffour studies to be conducted. Data ‘gathering instruments will be

. v
. “

inc%aded with the techriical reports associated with eacl study.

. .
. . . . Je e .
! PR . S / e
4 e .,
.

v ’ ‘ - ' '\.' 2 ,

~




+ Parent Materials Study o, s
Part of AEL's task will be to assess-+parent materials of differemt -
i ’ . . ‘ ‘ - K
reaaing levels and presentation styles. In order to do this, the follow-

-~

. - . . N . ~ B .
Ing activities will be planned and carried out. First, three separate

-
[

activities will be chosen from a list of those activitieg judged to be
most effective in home visitations. Then a guide for each of theée activi-
_ties will be y&itten'in"three reading levels (approximately second, Fifth,

’

ané'eigﬁth grade difficulty). For each-gf the nine combinations, two

-
-

styles of pictorial presentation will tHen be prepared, one which uses
e LY I .

decorative illustrations and one .which uses iLlustrationssdeéigned to aid

y - 4 N
given to each parent %n the homejfat the time of testing. Reading level

L4 4 .

six posgibile combinations of style and read-

N

parent. Thus, there will b

ingv level which may be consideredi,'These‘cédbinatidns will be:‘
) A . )
1. 8th grade level, decorative illustration

1] « .

2. 5th grade lsvei, decofe&ive iilustration S
3. 2nd grade lével, dec@iative illust{a@ion 5. ’ 1
. 4. 8th gradezlevel, iﬁstructionél ;llﬁstration . o )
4 , ,
5. 5th g;ade level,,znstructiénal illustration .” .
. y' . '_

6. 2n8 grage level,‘ins;ructionél illustration

These gix combinations will be presented randomly to parents within:
, .

)

each of the sites. The home visitor will ask the parent, to péad each of

the activitiés and will then role play the child to whom the aptivgties

£ * »

will be presented. The home visitor wjll record succeséful*bombletion of
” . , M . X

each of the three activities. The number of parents who successfully

- -

10 - S

B . ’ ~¥

[}
~

EEN




.complete each act1v1ty w111 be recqrded “for each of the s;x cells, ‘and. a

com;§rlson Wlll be made to deterane whlch of.the gombznatlons 1 most

¥ N ‘-’“ : -” ,'l P ©a . PR

effectlve Ep/COmmunlcatlng w1th the parents concerned.-' -
L
“ . . - R oot . O

- ' Demographlc Studx, ) : . . o 7
‘ - . : . . RN s
' A demographlc stuay will be conducted to determlne the demographlc <.

¢ . EE

+
"

parameters of non-urban Appalachlan fam11;es-w1th preschool ch;%dren

. .2'(age§ 3‘through 5 years).— All parents will be’asked to respénd'to a -
LT . - k Y .
= o questlonnalre and the tabulated data w;ll be used to verify that the ’

;sample of parents is typical of all Appalachien families with preschool

children."zhe questionnaire will coptein items on the number of children T

.- . W - ‘ T e

living in the home (by age), the eéucat@onal experiences of the preschool

3 . . N
. 2. 3 '

. " childrens(ages 3, 4, and 5)., the émpioyment'status of the mother, the .

s, . size of the resident community, educational level of the parents, etc.

. “
. o 1 ® h ; , .

- a

Coﬁcurrently, a large-scale demographigc stugy hased on data from the.

‘United States Bureau of the Cen3us will Be conducted to determiné the .

4 I

demographic parameters of the target population of non-urban Appalachian
families with preschool chiidren (ages 0 through 5). A plan for the

"collection*of such data will be developed. The study will be based on

variables most relevant to further development of the Marketable Pre-

t, , . T -
school Education Program. Since the fleld study questlonnalre and the

+ large~scale Census Bureau study w1ll have several items or qugetlins in -

common, each study will serve as a cross~validation for the other. R
. . . <

a

Television Stuéy T )
.. - N ~” N /

- !’ ~ .

In order to obtaln information on the television ownership and recep-

‘ tion characteristics of -thé Appalachian Region, AEL will conduct a TV

~ ~

, survey of the homes included in the test sites selected. NIE qgs épec%fied*r

~

. k) .
‘. R . S

S 1 S . .




exght areas 1n‘thch 1nformatlop is heeded, and AEL will add questlons On

’ ,‘ . . ! °"< vy P T ¢ —
other v1ewer characteristics which are considered important‘by AEL.
4 ‘ » /

- 4 »

Spe01f1ca11y, a ques;10nna1re*w111 be admlnlstered to, the parent “

A 1

' .

:WhlGh Wlll determlne (1) telev151on set availgbility, dp) presence of
color, (;) size of set, (4) "UHF capab:llty, (S) cable capah121ty, (6)

. £ -
reception of statlons, (7) quality of receptlpn, and. (8) working cpnditi;nsﬂ
'Ip addition; parepts will be asked aboutlthe;r children's:yiewlnc’habits ,

a

" and preferences for preschool television programs which are currently

avazlable. , - . -

—
Te—— .

" Data- fznm thls questlonnalre w1ll be used to descrlbe the MPEP

. target populat;on s telev1sicn ownershlp and v1ew;ng characterlstlcs.
. ."—.,:¢
(Backup data will be obtained from A, C‘ Nielsen Company 1n Qrder to [fur-

’ -

ther validate the representatlonflncluded in the, sample tested. Further’

v /

informatiog'will be included in the data obtained from the Census Bureau, >

-t

and this will'alsé_be used to‘verify the results of AEL's study.) ] . -~

;o ,
. Competency Base Study o - -

kN

The Marketable Preschool Education Program is attempting to build a

-,

'coqsenspal base for its early childhood education curriculum.- An invesitga-

U -
2
-

tion of the literature in ‘the, field led to an initial 1ist of competencies
ﬁhich American children (by .age 6 years) possess innately‘or by acquisi-
tion. This initial list was submitted to_a National Panel of Child

Development Scholars. Their responses to the initial list of competencies

‘e . » .

d .
were analyzed and a revised list was jproduced. This revised list was re-

mltted to the Natlonal Panel as well as beind submitted to an Appala-

. . (
chlan Panel: ¢f Child Development Scholars. The data obtalned will be

sgbmitted to analytical treatment in an effort to establish those compe-
>

tenc1es that will form the curriculum base. However, the 1link between

. -*

- 12

- . ¢




the competencies responded to.by the panels of scholars and the behavioral -

-

. ”» . ~ v ~
descr1ptors wr}l be the reactlons of the samnle grouwp of parents of Appala-

. .
~ N -

chian presch??lers to a sludﬁ\z listing of comnetenc1es., L L

’
. . . . .

Since the original listing QT'competencies and the revised list were

03

Y
L]

. R
intended for léarned individuals, -the language was quite scholarly: Conse- -
. Al . . - -

quently, to cbtain éarental reactions the language level will have tp‘be'
N . >

) . . . A % [}

reduced considerably. After revising the language of the competency iist,

. - . L. .
it will be submitted to the parents in our test sites. While-the Panels

w ! . .
of Child Developrent Scholars responded to all the competencies, each par-

. ' .
< * d .

. . e A . . )
ent will respond to only a subset of the total set of competencies. There

v . » - )
are five categories of competencies and edch parent will regpond to'&nly . .
' . . . . y . . ¢ I
one of the five categories. Analysis.of the parent: responses will include
”, . L)
¢ . .

caléulating means and standard deviations for each item and investigating

: ~ e ’ " -
‘the relationship ofsthe parent responseg‘to both{sets of panel responses.

-

.3 v ) ! ) [\ . ~

: Ahalyses ‘and Reporting of Results ‘L e - .
‘ .

Since the'data to be collected Wlll be psed to descrlbe var1ous

charactérlstlcs of the target populatlon, tabula@f&ns and descrlptlve
I s
statistics will be generated. Non—parametrlc statlstics (xz) will be used )

. . » - . .’
to test differences between the varicus treatment conditions in the parent .

. . E . . K . 1

materials study.
> z ! T P

-

' . After the completion of the events necessary for initiatihg the field
stédiés, honduct&ng the studies, ang analyzing theﬁdat? abt;iﬁed,.the end
products will be a series Ff tethnical reports. Each.report gill addfesy
itself, te one of the pertlcular sc;pe of work areas descrlbed earlier. ; \

These reports can be used by the Natlonal Institute of Educatlon to detet-

~
1' -~

mine whether the scppe of work was satlsfactorlly completed by the HPEP

’

staff to further.develop and refine°the early childhood education system,
-

1




L ]
. [ 4
. : ~
and by other organizations %o cbtain a clearer picture of tgfycharacter-
[ J

istics of the Appalachian families of preschool children.

-

4

~ -
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* - General Idstructions for Home Visitors

- ' . ) /

***Before administering the surveys ;(.nform each parent that they have

been asked to cooperate in several small studies Of Appalachian families
. N o
with preschool children. Although their participation in the studies

is optional and they do mot,have to respond to particular items, their
oo - \

cooperation would certainly be appreciated.

1. on the outside of the packet is written a nine-digit number. Please
write this number on each of the four surveys on the lines which
E— . ﬁ‘
begin ID # . Also, record the name of_‘; the site (or program),

name of the county in which the Lome is located, and your own nam¢ on
each of the four forms.
2. Remove from the packet the. "IV Survey" sheets and follow the in-

structions printed on the sheets. Mark the parent's responses‘’to eact,

item (or answers to each question) directly onto the "TV Survey"

sheets. 'Items SF and-5H' réquire the use of the TV Picture Quality .

sheet (three pictures of TV reception).

. y e S

3. First, remove from the packet.the "Parent Materials Survey Sheet."

These two sheets are your instruction and answer sheets. Second,

remove the three sheets of paper labeled-A, B, and C in the lower left

Y

corner. These are the.sheets that you will hand to the parents

one at a time. Thlrd, remrove the two plastlc bags whlch contain the

LY A
puzz’ie pieces and pictures of bears. 'Follow the 1ns‘%ruct10ns care~ ,
¢ A

fully and mark the responses to each item on the two survey sheets!

DO NOT AID OR HELP THE PARENT IN ANY WAY. -

.4. Remove ﬁmm the packet the sheets of paper titled "Parent Patlng

LY

./,

.

Scade of Child Competenc1es. Give the sheets to the parents and
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instruct them to read the directions at the top of the page‘silently

whi}e you read them aloud. Do the two sample gquestions with the

parents to make sure that they know Héw to £fill out the form. Then

have the patents/respond to each item on the sheets by marking the .

responses directly onto the sheets. HNOTE: 1If you know that the parents

~
cannot read the items on the sheets, you may read the items aloud to

them and then mark their responses direcély onto the sheets. .

Remove from the packet the three sheets titled "Demographic Survey."

Ask the parents each question and then you mark the response directly
\

” .
onto the sheets. Items 2 and 3 regquire you, the home visitor, to add

. -

across each row of boxes and insert the total number at each age level.

"

Item 7 requires you to write on the line the exact occupation of the

ﬁead of household, and the second part of Item 7 requires you to

a

. .
categorize the stated occupation and place the number of the appropriate

category on the second line. /

When these tasks are completed (and before you get to the next home),

please put the answer sheets together in the following order and re-

place them in the packet: s ' <

a. Op the top, place the "TV Survey" sheets.

b. Next to the top, place the "Parent Materials Survey Sheets."

(, -
c. Third from the top, place thez%FQrent Rating Scale of Child

Competencies"”. sheets.

d.* On the bottom, place thé "Demographic Survey" sheets. -

Please leave the puzzle, the bear cards, and the three Parent Materials

»

sheets labeled A, B, and C in the home when you leave.
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